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To Dick and Joan Bahm

Friends from the beginning



Dr. King used to say there is nothing more powerful
than the rhythm of marching feet, and that was what
this was, the marching feet of a determined people.

That was the only sound you could hear.

John Lewis, Walking With the Wind
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TIME LINE

1954
1955

1960

1961

1962-63
1963

1964
1965

January 18

The U.S. Supreme Court outlaws segregation in the nation’s public schools.

Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a city bus, beginning the year-long
Montgomery bus boycott.

The sit-in movement begins when four black students take seats at a Woolworth’s
lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina.

The first freedom riders, seven black and six white volunteers, leave Washington, D.C.,
on buses bound for Alabama and Mississippi.

SNCC field workers begin a voter registration project in Selma, Alabama.
Martin Luther King Jr. delivers his “I have a dream” speech at the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, August 28.

Dr. King is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, October 14.

The voting rights campaign begins in Selma with a march led by Dr. King.



February 18

March 7

March 9

March 15

March 21-25

August 6

1967
1968

Jimmie Lee Jackson is shot by an Alabama state trooper during a voting rights
demonstration in Marion, Alabama. His death six days later inspires plans to march
from Selma to Montgomery.

On a day remembered as “Bloody Sunday,” six hundred voting rights marchers

are attacked by state troopers and sheriff’s deputies as they cross Selma’s

Edmund Pettus Bridge.

In a second attempt to march to Montgomery, 1,200 marchers confront waiting
state troopers, kneel on the highway to pray, then return to Selma on

“Turnaround Tuesday.”

President Lyndon B. Johnson, in a nationally televised speech to Congress, calls for
voting rights legislation.

Voting rights demonstrators complete the 54-mile Alabama Freedom March and
hold a rally at the state capitol attended by twenty-five thousand people.

President Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Thurgood Marshall is sworn in as the first African American Supreme Court justice.

Martin Luther King is assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, April 4.
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