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Mo is little, but he is good at many things. What are you good at? 

Guided Reading Level: F 
Grade Level Equivalent: Grade 1 
Interest Level: Pre-K–3 
 
Instructional Standards 
Reading Literature: RL.K.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,10/RL.1.1,2,3,4,5,7,9 
Reading Foundation Skills: RF.K-1.1,2,3,4 
Writing: W.K-1.1,3,6,8 
Speaking and Listening: SL.K-1.1,2,4,5,6 
Language: L.K-1.1,2,4,5,6 
 
Learning Objectives: Read text with purpose and understanding, retell familiar stories including key details, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story. Identify changes from the beginning to the end of the book. Read 
new vocabulary words in and out of context. Identify consonant blends and create new words. 
 
BEFORE READING 

1. Read the title and discuss the cover illustration. 
2. What do the title and cover illustration tell us about the book? 
3. Which character is Mo? Explain. 
4. What is happening in the cover illustration? 
5. How are the characters related? 
6. Why do you think Mo is spilling the milk? (He is little.) 
7. Create a class list of things that little kids learn to do as they get bigger. 
8. Share personal examples about younger siblings, family members, or yourself. 
9. Discuss the text type. Will this book be fiction or nonfiction (real or make-believe)? Why? 
10. Read the name of the author/illustrator. Discuss each role. 
11. Take a book walk. 
12. Discuss the speech bubbles and explain that we read them after the main text, from left to right and top to 

bottom. 
13. Identify the different punctuation marks including the “dash.” Explain that the dash is used as a pause. 
14. Have students predict what Mo is best at. 
15. Print out flash cards at http://www.holidayhouse.com/ILiketoRead/. 
16. Write the vocabulary words on the board: Mo, best, brush, teeth, tie, shoes, feed, drink, glug, almost, 

upside down, basketball, close, missed, try, trying, wrong. 
17. Read the book to find out what Mo can do best. 

 
Word Work: 

1. Have students come up and circle the beginning sounds including blends: br, sh, dr, gl, cl, wr, and tr. 
2. Underline basketball and upside. Have students find the two words in the compound words. 
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3. Invite students to find all of the action words. Discuss that they are called verbs. (brush, tie, feed, drink, glug, 
miss(ed), try) 

 
DURING READING 

1. Read the story aloud.  
2. Ask students to follow along as you read and think about what the characters are saying and how they are 

acting and feeling. 
3. Remind students to follow the speech bubbles from left to right and top to bottom. (Point to the speech 

bubbles as you follow along.) 
4. Ask the students how the illustrations and words help us understand what the story is about.  
5. Look at the facial expressions and body language of the characters. 
6. How do the punctuation marks (period, question mark, dash, and exclamation point) help us know how the 

characters are feeling? 
7. Have the students read the book independently. 
8. Where does the story take place (setting)? 
9. Who is the main character in the story? 
10. How does the story begin? What do you know about Mo? 
11. What does Mo think about himself? 
12. Who are the other characters? How do they feel about Mo? 
13. What does Mo think he is best at? 
14. When does Mo start to feel bad about himself? 
15. How do you feel when you try to do something and you fail at it? 
16. How do his brother and sister help him feel better? What do they do and say? 
17. What changes from the beginning to the end of the story? 
18. How do the illustrations help you understand what is happening and what the characters are thinking and 

feeling? 
 

AFTER READING 
1. What does Mo do best? 
2. What lesson do you think Richard Torrey wants to teach the reader?  
3. Discuss the theme of family in the story.  
4. Why is Mo the main character? 
5. How does Mo change from the beginning to the end of the book?  
6. Describe the part of the book when Mo did not feel like the best anymore. 
7. What is the difference between being “the best” and being “good” at things? 
8. Is it important to be the best at everything? What is important? 
9. What do his brother and sister say to Mo when he is having trouble getting the basketball in the hoop? 

Create a column for sister and a column for brother. Write 3 things that each one says to Mo. 
10. Are you patient with younger siblings or family members? Why is it important? 
11. Create a character web for Mo telling what he can do using verbs from the story.  
12. Retell the story in your own words. 
13. What did you learn from the story? How can you apply this to your own life? 
14. Divide the class into groups of four. Assign groups as narrator, Mo, brother, and sister. Have each group read 

their part in the story. 

15. Write a letter to Mo from the point of view of his brother or sister telling him what he was like when he was 

little. Share with the class. 

16. Write a sentence and draw a picture telling about a time when you tried to do something that was difficult 

for a little kid. 

               When I was little I tried to _____________________. 
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17. Use the book to answer: What happened when . . . Prove your answers by showing where you found them in 

the book. 

What happened when . . . ? 

• Mo said, “I am the best”? 

• Mo brushed his teeth? 

• Mo tied his shoes? 

• Mo fed the cat? 

• Mo drank his milk? 

• Mo was reading? 

• Mo played basketball? 

 
18. Consonant blends: br, dr, wr, tr. Say the sound of each blend. Think of words that have the beginning sounds. 

Create a chart. 
19. Add a consonant blend to make a new word.  

• ____ap                                                   

• ____ap 

• ____ick 

• ____ick 

• ____ip 

• ____ip 

• ____op 

• ____y 

• ____ush 

• ____ink 

• ____ong 

• ____ench 
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