
During her young adult years in the turbulent late 1960’s 
and 70’s, Amy discovered, “I could get people to pay 
attention to me through the written word. I come from a 
family of talkers; and as the youngest, I sometimes felt 
ignored, so I figured out I could be noticed by writing 
funny things for Christmas presents. Everything would 
stop as my father read aloud what I’d written. It was very 
satisfying!” 
 

Amy Gordon was born  in Boston, Massachusetts, spent several years growing up  in France 
and in London, England where her first real memories are set, remembering “the London fog 
enveloping everything  in mystery”; and when  she  turned  six years old, her  family moved 
back  to New  England  to  a  suburb  outside  of  Boston, where  Amy  “lived  on  a  hill,  in  a 
neighborhood  full  of kids,  and we  all walked up  through  the woods  to  school.  It was  an 
enchanted childhood, carefree and unconscious,  lived  largely out of doors.” She credits her 
strong writing ethics to the strict middle school teachers from whom she learned. “There was 
a lot of homework, but it was one of those strict teachers who taught me to become a better 
thinker, writer, and reader.” 
 
After graduating with a BA in Language Arts and Literature from 
Bard College  in Annandale‐on‐Hudson, New York, Amy  found a 
career  in  teaching  and  spent  many  years  as  a  camp  counselor. 
Through  her  work,  Amy  “knew  that  [she]  loved  working  with 
kids.” Amy continues her work  in education at Bement School  in 
Deerfield, Massachusetts, where  for many years she was a drama 
teacher and chair of the fine arts department. She  is now teaching 
seventh‐grade  English.  Amy  has  two  sons  and  lives  with  her 
husband in Gill, Massachusetts. 
 

For more on Amy Gordon, visit her website at 
www.amyagordon.com. 
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Twenty Gold Falcons 

NEW

Ages 8–12 • 240 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-2252-4 

Eleven-year-old Aidan and her friends aren't the only ones hot on the trail of gold stashed in 
a mysterious old building!  

Aidan so dislikes moving to the city with her mother after her father dies unexpectedly. She 
mourns her father, misses the farm, and doesn't fit in at her snooty private school. But then 
she hears about the stash of valuable coins called gold falcons hidden in the Ingle Building. 
Her hunt unleashes a remarkable chain of events and brings her in touch with unforgettable 
characters, including smart-aleck elevator operators, an eccentric millionaire, and a mouse 
that appears to appreciate opera.  

 
Return to Gill Park 
Ages 8–12 • 240 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-1998-2 
 
In this companion to The Gorillas of Gill Park, the Gorillas of Gill Park are back! Willy Wilson, who 
inherited the park from its eccentric millionaire owner, Otto Pettingill, is now living permanently in 
Gloria. It’s a good thing. Vandals are attacking the park, and now Willy can organize his baseball team, 
the Gorillas, to help defend it. Also, there is a mystery to solve. 
  

   
 
 

The Gorillas of Gill Park 

Must Read 
Companion 

Books! 

Ages 8–12 • 256 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-1751-3 
 
Willy Wilson spends an amazing summer with his eccentric Aunt Bridget in the town of Gloria. Not 
knowing what to expect, he ends up playing first base dressed up like a gorilla, searching for an 
eccentric millionaire who’s in hiding and trying to thwart a real estate developer’s plans to ruin 
wonderful Gill Park. 

 Georgia Children’s Book Award finalist 

   Missouri Mark Twain Award Master List 

 Texas Bluebonnet Award Master List 
    William Allen White Children's Book Award Master List (Kansas) 

 
The Secret Life of a Boarding School Brat 
Ages 8–12 • 224 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-1779-7 
 
Homesick for her mother, grieving for her recently deceased grandmother, hating school routines, 
and feeling unwanted by all, Lydia prowls the hallway during her sleepless nights and wreaks havoc 
during the day. Set in New England in 1965, this beguiling middle-grade novel tells an endearing 
story about a spunky and unforgettable girl.

 Volunteer State Book Award Master List (Tennessee) 

 A Bank Street College Children’s Book of the Year 
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