TOMBIRDSEYE

Tom Birdseye grew up in North Carolina and Kentucky, an
ardent fan of anything that smacked of sports, crawdads,
mud balls, forts built in the woods, secret codes, bicycles
without fenders, butter pecan ice cream, and snow. He
was, however, decidedly uninterested in writing—or any
academic aspect of school, for that matter—never
imagining that at the age of thirty-five he would become a
published author. And yet after two unrelated college
degrees, a year living in Japan, and ten years of teaching
experience, that is what happened. ‘“Life, it seems, is full
of who’d-a-thought-its.”

., Tom’s books have been included in nhumerous child-voted

award master lists and have won several awards. He is the
-ty & winner of the Evelyn Sibley Lampman Award, given by the

& ——— :&r Oregon Library Association in recognition of Tom’s
SEslEEER significant contribution to children’s literature.

Tom lives in Corvallis, Oregon, with his family. When not writing or in classrooms talking with children
and teachers about the writing process, he enjoys mountain climbing, hiking, skiing, canoeing,
camping, mountain biking, music, jogging, and reading.

“At times it still amazes me that writing is my profession. It was such a difficult process for me when |
was a kid; | can really identify with reluctant writers in school today. Everything seemed to get in the
way of my completing stories: from being left-handed to having poor spelling skills, from punctuation
woes to (especially) a lack of ideas.

“Fortunately, the right people came along at the right time and helped me see past the hurdles,
emphasizing instead the joy of the work and the satisfaction to be had in trying to uncover the
important truths that can come out of fiction. Now I carry a small notebook at all times and am always
on the lookout for material | can use in a story: ordinary people who would make good characters; the
funny, telling, or poignant glimpses of life that are triggered by what | see and hear; and the
wonderfully wise things people say at the most unexpected times.

“True, | still labor through my stories, wrestling with the spelling beast and the punctuation monster,
writing and rewriting until | glean my best, but the process has become one of pleasure instead of
pain. | love doing it, and | love sharing it with others. The boy who couldn’t imagine himself a writer,
now can’t imagine himself as anything else.”

For more on Tom Birdseye, visit his website: www.TomBirdseye.com. r
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Picture Books
Each: Ages 4-8
AIRMAIL TO THE MOON
illustrated by Stephen Gammell « ISBN-13: HC— 978-0-8234-0683-8, Pbk— 978-0-8234-0754-5
IRA-CBC Children’s Choice
LOOK OUT, JACK! THE GIANT IS BACK!
illustrated by Will Hillenbrand « ISBN-13: HC-978-0-8234-1450-5, Pbk—978-0-8234-1776-6

Indiana Young Hoosier Book Award master list
Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award
Parents’ Choice Recommended Title

Oregon Patricia Gallagher Picture Book Award

Storytelling World Award

OH YEAH!
illustrated by Ethan Long ¢ ISBN-13: HC-978-0-8234-1649-3
A REGULAR FLOOD OF MISHAP
illustrated by Megan Lloyd « ISBN-13: Pbk—-978-0-8234-1338-6
IRA-CBC Children’s Choice
SHE’LL BE COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN
with Debbie Holsclaw Birdseye, illustrated by Andrew Glass < ISBN-13: HC— 978-0-8234-1032-3

SOAP! SOAP! DON'T FORGET THE SOAP!: An Appalachian Tale
illustrated by Andrew Glass « ISBN-13: HC—-978-0-8234-1005-7, Pbk—978-0-8234-1230-3

Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Book Award
Nebraska Golden Sower Award
Missouri Show Me Readers Award
Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award

Books for Older Readers
Each: Ages 8-12
ATTACK OF THE MUTANT UNDERWEAR
ISBN-13: HC — 978-0-8234-1689-9
THE EYE OF THE STONE
ISBN-13: HC—978-0-8234-1564-9
I’'M GOING TO BE FAMOUS
ISBN-13: HC—978-0-8234-0630-2
JUST CALL ME STUPID
ISBN-13: HC-978-0-8234-1045-3
TARANTULA SHOES
ISBN-13: HC-978-0-8234-1179-5
A TOUGH NUT TO CRACK New!
ISBN-13: HC— 978-0-8234-1967-8
UNDER OUR SKIN: Kids Talk About Race
with Debbie Holsclaw Birdseye, illustrated by Robert Crum « ISBN-13: HC— 978-0-8234-1325-6
NCSS-CBC Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People
WHAT | BELIEVE: Kids Talk About Faith
with Debbie Holsclaw Birdseye, illustrated by Robert Crum « ISBN-13: HC— 978-0-8234-1268-6
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