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Bear and Chipmunk are on a new adventure! Join them at the beach as they 
agree to disagree about everything except . . . 

Learning Objectives: Read emergent text with purpose and understanding, 
retell familiar stories including key details, identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story, read common high-frequency words by sight, and 
compare and contrast. 
 
Guided Reading Level: D/Emergent Reader 
Grade Level Equivalent: Kindergarten 
Interest Level: Pre-K–3 
 
Instructional Standards 
Reading Literature: RL.K.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,10/RL.1.1,2,3,4,5,7 
Reading Foundation Skills: RF.K.1,2a,2c,2e,3,3a,3c,3d,4/RF.1.1,1a,2,2b,2d,3,3b,4 
Writing: W.K-1.3,6,8 
Speaking and Listening: SL.K-1.1,2,4,5,6 
Language: L.K.1,1b,1d,2,2a,2c,2d,4,5,5d,6/L.1.1,2,2a,2e,4,5,5d,6 
 
BEFORE READING 

1. Read the title and discuss the cover illustration. 
2. Write “Not Me!” on the board. Discuss why someone would say, “Not me!” 
3. What does the exclamation point tell you?  
4. Teacher: Think out loud and discuss a time when you said, “Not me!” (when the doctor had to give me 

a shot, the first time I jumped off a diving board, etc.). 
5. Have students share personal examples. 
6. Read the name of the author/illustrator. Discuss each role. 
7. Explain to the students that Valeri Gorbachev writes many children’s books. Display Me Too!, the first 

adventure of Bear and Chipmunk. 
8. Take a picture walk through the book. 
9. Have students predict what the book is going to be about. 
10. Write the vocabulary words on the board: bear, chipmunk, beach, sun, hot, dive, swim, person, play, 

cute, fish, friend. 
11. Invite students to identify the beginning sound for each word including blends: ch, sw, pl, fr. 
12. Ask students to identify words that begin with a capital letter. Discuss proper nouns and names. 
13. Read the new vocabulary words and decide what they have in common. Invite students to make up 

short stories using the words. Ex: Bear and Chipmunk went to the beach and saw a cute fish. Chart the 
responses.  

14. Discuss the text type of the story. Ask students to use evidence from the illustrations to explain why 
this book is fiction. 

15. Read the book to find out who, what, where, when, and why (story elements). 

NOT ME!  
written and illustrated by Valeri Gorbachev 
 

An I Like to Read® Book, Level D 
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DURING READING  
1. Read the story aloud. Ask students to follow along as you read. 
2. Point out the quotation marks and tell children this means someone is talking in the story. Say that 

each sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a period, question mark, or exclamation point.  
3. Remind students to point to each word as they read.  
4. Ask the students how the illustrations and words help us understand what the story is going to be 

about.  
5. Read the story with the group. Have the students read, “‘Not me,’ said Chipmunk” and “That’s me” on 

the last page. 
6. Have the students read the book ‘independently. 
7. Who is this story mostly about (main characters)? 
8. Where and when does the story take place (setting)? 
9. What is happening? Why does Chipmunk always say, “Not me!” 
10. Find the repeated words and phrases in the story. 
11. What does Chipmunk mean when he says, “I’m not a beach person?” 
12. Why does Chipmunk go to the beach with Bear if he is not a beach person? 
13. How do the illustrations help you understand what is happening? 
14. How do the illustrations add humor to the story?  

 
AFTER READING 

1. Retell the story in your own words. 
2. Find pictures in the story that made you laugh. Explain why they are funny. 
3. Compare and contrast Bear and Chipmunk. What kind of character is Bear? Chipmunk? 
4. Discuss different kinds of friendships. Does every friend have to have the same interests as you? Invite 

students to give personal examples. 
5. How do you think Bear feels when Chipmunk does not want to do anything at the beach? 
6. Find the place in the story where Bear confronts Chipmunk. 
7. How does Chipmunk show Bear that he is a good friend? 
8. What did you learn about friendship from the story? 

 
Word Work: 
Use flash cards to reinforce vocabulary words: bear, chipmunk, beach, sun, hot, dive, swim, person, play, 
cute, fish, friend. Fill in the blanks with words from the story. 

• Bear went to swim because the sun was _____________. 
• Chipmunk did not like the _______________. He is not a beach _____________. 
• ___________________ did not dive or swim. 
• Bear saw a  ______________ little _________________. 
• Chipmunk is a good _____________! 

 
Who said it, Bear or Chipmunk?

• “You are a good friend,” said _______. 
• “I am not a beach person,” said _____. 
• “I hope we see a big fish,” said ______. 

 

• “That’s me!,” said _______. 
• “I will dive in,” said ______. 

9. Read Me Too! by Valeri Gorbachev. Compare and contrast the setting, plot, and character 
development from the story. 

10. Write about something you like/don’t like about the beach. Draw a picture and share with the class. 
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