
THE SAFEST LIE 
by Angela Cerrito 

This powerful historical novel tells the story of a young girl 
who is smuggled out of the Warsaw ghetto and struggles to 
both hide and hold on to her Jewish identity. 
 
In 1940, nine-year-old Anna Bauman and her parents are 
among 300,000 Polish Jews struggling to survive the 
wretched conditions in the Warsaw ghetto. When Jolanta—
the code name for the real-life Resistance spy Irena Sendler, 
who smuggled hundreds of children out of the ghetto—
agrees to help Anna escape, Anna's mother drills her 
daughter day and night, teaching her a new identity: Anna 
Karwolska, a Roman Catholic. Soon Anna is whisked out of 
Warsaw to a Catholic orphanage and then to a foster family.  
 
Anna's story is a suspenseful and deeply moving account of 
the sacrifices endured, the dangers faced and the heroism 
demonstrated by courageous young victims, their parents 
and their saviors. It sheds light on yet another tragedy of 
the Holocaust: rescued children who lost not only their 
loved ones, but their very identities and Jewish heritage. 

 

ANGELA CERRITO lives in Germany. She met with and 
interviewed the real Irena Sendler when she was doing 
research for The Safest Lie. Angela’s first novel for children, 
The End of the Line, was a YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant 
Readers and a VOYA “Top of the Top Shelf” selection. 
 

  HC: 978-0-8234-3310-0 • Ages 8–12 
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The Anne Frank Case: Simon Wiesenthal’s Search for the Truth 
by Susan Goldman Rubin, illus. by Bill Farnsworth 
The story of Simon Wiesenthal’s search for the Gestapo officer  
who arrested Anne Frank and her family.  
HC 978-0-8234-2109-1 / PB 978-0-8234-2308-8  
 
Benny Goodman & Teddy Wilson: Taking the Stage as the  
First Black-and-White Jazz Band in History 
by Lesa Cline-Ransome, illus. by James E. Ransome 
Brought together by the love of playing jazz music, Teddy Wilson 
and Benny Goodman broke the color barrier in entertainment when 
they formed the Benny Goodman Trio with Gene Krupa.  
HC 978-0-8234-2362-0  
 
The Elijah Door: A Passover Tale 
by Linda Leopold Strauss, illus. by Alexi Natchev 
This charming folktale celebrates the joys of love, freedom & family. 
HC 978-0-8234-1911-1 
 
Even Higher!: A Rosh Hashanah Story by I. L. Peretz 
adapted by Eric A. Kimmel, illus. by Jill Weber  
A skeptical visitor to the village of Nemirov finds out where its rabbi 
really goes just before the Jewish New Year.  
HC 978-0-8234-2020-9  
 
Fireflies in the Dark: The Story of Friedl Dicker-Brandeis and the 
Children of Terezin  
by Susan Goldman Rubin, color illustrations and photos  
Bauhaus trained, she taught art to children in a concentration camp.  
HC 978-0-8234-1461-1 
 
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Rescued 
Jews During the Holocaust  
written and illus. by Karen Gray Ruelle  & Deborah Durland DeSaix 
The almost unknown story of a Muslim community in France that 
risked everything to save Jews during World War II. 
An ALA Notable Children’s Book 
HC 978-0-8234-2159-6 / PB 978-0-8234-2304-0 
 
Hanukkah Bear 
by Eric A. Kimmel, illus. by Mike Wohnoutka 
A woman confuses a bear with her rabbi and offers him her famous 
latkes. 
HC 978-0-8234-2855-7 / PB 978-0-8234-3169-4  
 
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins: 25th Anniversary Edition 
by Eric A. Kimmel, illus. by Trina Schart Hyman 
A traveler rids a village synagogue of goblins by outwitting them. 
A Caldecott Honor Book 
HC 978-0-8234-3164-9 / PB 978-0-8234-3194-6 
 
The House on the Roof: A Sukkot Story  
by David A. Adler, illus. by Marilyn Hirsh 
“[A] good choice for introducing children to consideration of inter-
cultural cooperation.”—Booklist  
PB 978-0-8234-2232-6  
 
Irena Sendler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto 
by Susan Goldman Rubin, illus. by Bill Farnsworth 
The inspiring story of Irena Sendler and her humane work during 
World War II.   
HC 978-0-8234-2251-7 / PB 978-0-8234-2595-2 
 
 
 
 
 

The Little Red Hen and the Passover Matzah  
by Leslie Kimmelman, illus. by Paul Meisel 
A harried, hardworking hen finds the true meaning of Passover.   
HC 978-0-8234-1952-4 / PB 978-0-8234-2327-9  
 
The Mysterious Guests: A Sukkot Story  
by Eric A. Kimmel, illus. by Katya Krenina  
Three mysterious guests visit on Sukkot and leave behind a 
special blessing that recognizes the generosity of the heart. 
HC 978-0-8234-1893-0 
 
A Picture Book of Harry Houdini 
by David A. Adler & Michael S. Adler, illus. by Matt Collins 
A captivating biography of one of the most celebrated escape 
artists and magicians in history.  
HC 978-0-8234-2059-9 / PB 978-0-8234-2302-6 
 
The Safest Lie 
by Angela Cerrito 
In 1940, nine-year-old Anna Bauman is smuggled out of the 
Warsaw ghetto and struggles to both hide and hold on to her 
Jewish identity.  
HC 978-0-8234-3310-0 
 
The Schmutzy Family 
by Madelyn Rosenberg, illus. by Paul Meisel 
A family must balance giving their children the freedom to 
make a mess and having a tidy home for Shabbos. 
HC 978-0-8234-2371-2  
 
The Story of Esther: A Purim Tale  
by Eric A. Kimmel, illus. by Jill Weber 
The thrilling & inspiring Purim tale accented by vibrant 
paintings. 
HC 978-0-8234-2223-4  
 
The Story of Hanukkah 
by David A. Adler, illus. by Jill Weber 
The story of the courageous Maccabees and the miracle that 
took place in the Temple in Jerusalem is retold.  
HC 978-0-8234-2295-1 / PB 978-0-8234-2547-1 
 
The Story of Passover 
by David A. Adler, illus. by Jill Weber 
Introduces children to the miraculous story of how Moses led  
his people out of slavery.  
HC 978-0-8234-2902-8 / PB 978-0-8234-3304-9 
 
Susie Q Fights Back 
by Jane Cutler 
Ten-year-old Susan Marcus discovers a world of prejudice right 
in her own backyard and makes a small but courageous stand 
toward equality. 
PB 978-0-8234-3993-5 

 
Viva, Rose! 
By Susan Krawitz 
A rip-roarin' and suspenseful tale, set in the twilight of 
America's Old West days and partly based on the author's own 
family history. 
HC 9780823437566 
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